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INTRODUCTION 


n the second millennium B.C., while the Elam nation was developing 
a civilization alongside Babylon, Indo-European invaders gave their 
name to the immense Iranian plateau where they settled. The word 
“Iran” was derived from “Ayryana Vaejo.” which means “the origin of 
the Aryans” These people were semi-nomads whose descendants 
were the Medes and the Persians. The Medes founded the first Iranian 
nation in the seventh century B.C.; it was later destroyed by Cyrus the 
Great. He established what became one of the largest empires of the 
ancient world, the Persian Empire, in the sixth century B.C. Iran was 
referred to as Persia — its Greek name — until 1935 when Reza Shah, the 
father of the last Shah of Iran, asked everyone to call the country Iran. 
Iran was rich. Because of its wealth and its geographic location, it 
invited attacks: From Alexander the Great, from its Arab neighbors to the 
west, from Turkish and Mongolian conquerors, Iran was often subject to 
ation. Yet the Persian language and culture withstood 
ilated into this strong culture, and in 


foreign doi 
these invasions. The invaders assi 


some ways they became Iranians themselves. 

In the twentieth century, Iran entered a new phase. Reza Shah decid- 
ed to modernize and westernize the country, but meanwhile a fresh 
source of wealth was discovered: oil. And with the oil came another inva- 
sion. The West, particularly Great Britain, wielded a strong influence on 
the Iranian economy. During the Second World War, the British, Soviets, 
and Americans asked Reza Shah to ally himself with them against 
Germany. But Reza Shah, who sympathized with the Germans, declared 
Iran a neutral zone. So the Allies invaded and occupied Iran. Reza Shah 
was sent into exile and was succeeded by his son, Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi, who was known simply as the Shah. 


In 1951, Mohammed Mossadegq, then prime minister of Iran, national- 
ized the oil industry. In retaliation, Great Britain organized an embargo 
on all exports of oil from Iran. In 1953, the CIA, with the help of British 
intelligence, organized a coup against him. Mossadeq was overthrown 
and the Shah, who had earlier escaped from the country, returned to 
power. The Shah stayed on the throne until 1979, when he fled Iran to 
escape the Islamic revolution. 

Since then, this old and great civilization has been discussed mostly in 
connection with fundamentalism, fanaticism, and terrorism. As an Iranian 
who has lived more than half of my life in Iran, I know that this image is 
far from the truth. This is why writing Persepolis was so important to me. 
I believe that an entire nation should not be judged by the wrongdoings 
of a few extremists. I also don’t want those Iranians who lost their lives 
in prisons defending freedom, who died in the war against Iraq, who suf- 
fered under various repressive regimes, or who were forced to leave their 
families and flee their homeland to be forgotten. 

One can forgive but one should never forget. 


Marjane Satrapi 
Paris, September 2002 
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THIS IS ME WHEN | WAS 40 ‘AND THIS IS 4 CLASS PHOTO. I'M SITTING ON THE FAR LEFT SO 
YEARS OLD. THIS WAS IN 4980.] | YOU DON'T SEE ME. FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: GOLNAZ, MAHSHD, 
NARINE, MINNA. 


THEN CAME 1980: THE YEAR IT CECAME 


IN 4949 A REVOLUTION TOOK PLACE. IT WAS 
OBLIGATORY TO WEAR THE VEIL AT SCHOOL. 


LATER CALLED "THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTION®. 
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‘BND ALSO BECAUSE THE YEAR BEFORE, IN 4939,| [ WHERE BOYS AND GIRLS WERE TOGETHER, 
WE WERE IN A FRENCH NON-RELIGIOUS SCHOOL. 


“AND THEN SUDDENLY IN 4980.. 
meatis THEY ARE SYMBOLS 
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THIS 1S CALLED A 
“CULTURAL REVOLUTION.” 
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T REALLY DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO THINK ABOUT THE 
Vell. DEEP DOWN | WAS VERY RELIGIOUS BUT AS A 
FAMILY WE WERE VERY MODERN AND AVANT-GARDE. | 


TWAS BORN WITH RELIGION. 


‘AT THE AGE OF SIX | WAS ALREADY SURE I WAS THE LAST 
PROPHET. THIS WAS A FEW YEARS BEFORE THE REVOLUTION 


eecause 
OUR MAID 
DID NOT Eat 
WITH US. 


o 


T WANTED To ee A PRopHeT.. | [ eEcAuse My FATHER 


HAD A CADILLAC. 
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[insane a, watnose 


MY GRANDMOTHER'S KNEES, 
ALWAYS ACHED. 


Comme Heke MARS 
HELP ME T0 STAND 


DONT WoRRS 
ONC WONT 
fave ty Woke 
Pan VO SEE. 


THE FIRST THREE RULES CAME FROM ZARATHUSTRA. HE WAS 
THe FIRST PROPHET IN MY COUNTRY BEFORE THE ARAB INVASION. | 


You MUST BASE 


Taunt Gh To MEMRATO The TROITINUN ] [ GEFIRE TNE PERGUN Ne VUE, FORDUE, 
ZARATHUSTEUN HOUDSYE- Ue THE FRE Cenemneny) | GK MORON EAST THe FIRS DAY OF SPRING 


THE YEAR OF THE REVOLUTION ! HAD TO TAKE ACTION, S01 PUT. 
MAY PROPHETIC DESTINY ASIDE FOR A WHILE. 


TODAY MY NAME IS CHE GUEVARA. 


qu AsO WAT TOE TROYSKY 


VAFTER A LONG SLEEP OF 2500 YEARS, THE REVOLUTION HAS FINALLY AWAKENED THE PEOPLE.” 
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THE MATERIAL WORLD 
DOESN'T EIST, IT'S 
ONLY A REFLECTION OF 
CUR OWN IMAGINATION 


az 


You MEAN THAT EVEN THOUGH OUCH! WHAT ARE 
YOU SEE THIS STONE IN MY HAND YoU DOING, KARL, YOU 
IT DOESN'T EXIST SINCE ITS ONLY BROKE Ary SKULL! 

1K YOUR IMAGINATION? 


FT Was FUNNY 
0 SEE HOW MUCH 
MARX BND GOD LOOKED 
UKE EACH OTHER. 
THOUGH MARX'S Hain, 
Was A BIT CURLIER, 
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YOU THINK 1 
LOOK UKE MARX? 


PPR) 
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a __ OTHE WATER 
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MY PARENTS DEMONSTRATED EVERY DAY, 


DOWN WITH 
THE KING! 


COME SIT ON MY LAP. 
FUL TRY TO EXPLAIN 


(AS FOR ME, | LOVE THE KING, 
He WAS CHOSEN BY GoD. 
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THE KING, 0 THAT'S WHAT THEY 
LZ 


THE TRUTH IS THAT 60 YEARS AGO THE FATHER OF THE SHAH, WHO WAS A SOLDIER, ORGANIZED & 
| curscH TO OVERTHROW THE EMPEROR AND INSTALL A REPUBLIC 


IF IT IS Geb’S witt, 
WE WILL REACH THE 
Capirat IN 49 DAYS, 


"AT THE TIME THE REPUBLICAN IDEAL WAS POPULAR IN THE REGION GUT EVERYBODY INTERPRETED IT 


IN His OWN way. 


GANDHI IN IDIA 


0 THE FATHER OF THE SHAM 


WANTED TO DO THE SAME. 


THE HINDUS 

ND THE MUSLIMS 

MUST MAKE PEACE 
TO OVERTHROW 
THE BRITISH 


ATATURK IN TURKEY] 


We, THE TURKS, 
ARE SECULAR 
WESTERNERS. 

FOR PROOF, LOOK AT 

MY GREEN EVES, 


SUT HE Wasn'T 
EDUCATED LIKE GANDHI, 
WHO WAS A LAWYER. 


NOR WAS HE A 
Leaver oF MEN 
UKE ATATURK, WHO 
WAS A GENERAL 


Ve WAG BN TUITERATE DOW RAN 
oFFiceR 


A BLESGING FOR THE VERY INFLUENTIAL BRITISH WHO SOON’ 
LEARNED OF HIS PROTECTS. 
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WELL REZA, WHEN YOU ARE EMPeRCE, 

Nt a YOUR SECRETARY OF STATE 
wna Your eters? Boy —— 
My FRIEND Fe 


mocn eerrrer THAN 
n\ BEING PRESIDENT 
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THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
BRE AGAINST IT AND THEY'RE 
RIGHT, A VAST COUNTRY LIKE 
YOURS NEEDS A HOLY SYMBOL. 


You Tos 


GIVE US THE 


‘lL AND we'te 
TAKE CARE OF 
THE REST. 
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OVERTHROWN Was 
(GRANDPA'S FATHER, 


(AT THE TuMe, YouR] 
GRANDPA WAS 4 
YOUNG MAN AND 
THE FATHER OF 
THe SHAH CONFIS- 
CATED EVERY- 
THING HE OWNED. 


‘ND SINCE HIS ENTOURAGE WAS 
UNEDUCATED, YOUR GRANDPA 
WAS NAMED PRIME MINISTER, 


fas oF TODAY yeu ARE 
MY PRIME MINISTER 


DON'T FORGET 
THE TILES IN 
THE BATHROOM. 


GO RIGHT aHE2D, 
DON'T LET ANY- 
THNG STO? YOU, 


[Re nad STUDIED IN EUROPE, HE 
WAS A VERY CULTIVATED MAN. 
HE Had EVEN READ MARX 


THE WORKERS! HOW 
CAN He BELIEVE THAT 
THe RABBLE CAN RULEL, 


ONCE HE WAS SIDETRACKED FROM 
His PRINCELY DESTINY, HE BEGAN 
‘TO MEET INTELLECTUALS, 


THE BOLSHEVIKS MAKE MIRACLES. 
THE EMPEROR OF PERSIA 


1g NOT REZA SHAH BUT 
THe KING OF ENGLAND. 


Tan WAS PRICE, 50 HE BECAME & COMMUNIST. 
ALL OF THIS SEEMED 


pal etivas TT DISGUSTS ME THAT PEOPLE 


ARE CONDEMNED TO A BLEAK 
FUTURE BY THEIR SOCIAL CLASS. 


mn oroe enon cs LONG LIVE LENIN 


THE PROBLEM OF OUR 
COUNTRY: ONLY A PRINCE 
CON ALLOW HIMSELF TO 
HAVE & CONSCIENCE. 
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TEVERY TIME THERE WAS A KNOCK ON THE DOOR | THOUGHT 


REMEMBER WHEN | THEY WERE COMING TO TAKE MY FATHER TO PRISON, 
WAS A SMALL GIRL. 


(@\ 
i 


HELLO! IS YOUR. . STOP IT, 
MOTHER THERE? i He IS TIRED. 
. 
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iopyapt 
Gippyart 


WE CAN PLAY BPTER YOUR 
BATH IF YOU WANT TO. 


THAT NIGHT | STAVED A VERY LONG TIME IN THE BATH, | 
TO KNOW WHAT IT FELT LIKE TO BE IN A CELL FILLED WITH WAT! 


WHAT ARE 
YOu DOING? 


GUEST ROOM. THERE’S 
‘A SURPRISE FOR YOU. 


THE. SHAN'S FATHER, 
"Took EVERYTHING WE OWNED, 
LIVED IN POVERTY, 
No, FM OK. 2S YOU SAY, 
IT WAS VERY HARD FOR Me 
eur ALSO FOR YOUR MOTHER 
‘2ND FOR YOUR. UNCLES. 


OH, Vex, <b POOR THAT WE GD ONLY OREAD To EAT] WAS 60 AGNANED THAT PRETENDED 0 COOK 
20 Thar “tHe nelanBoR’ WOULDN'T NOTICE any THANG 
COME ON SHE 13 TOST 
| Coan nom 6 cneNe 
Gouna WATER Baan. 
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TO SURVINE | TOOK IN 
SEWING AND WITH LEFTOVER 
MATERIAL, | MADE CLOTHES. 
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY. 


Tay NT aR 
LOOK HOW WELL DRESSED eee? was i 
IWE ALL ARE IN THIS PHOTO., She ACS ATE 


es, THE FATHER OF THe sual 
Was VERY TOUGH BUT HS. 
Sok WAS TEN TIMES WORSE, 


YOU KNOW, MAY CHILD, SINCE THE DAWN OF TIME, DYNASTIES HAVE 
SUCCEEDED EACH OTHER BUT THE KINGS ALWAYS KEPT THEIR 


PROMISES. THE SHAH KEPT NONE, | REMEMBER THE DAY HE WAS 
CROWNED. HE SAID 


1AM THE LIGHT OF THE ARYANS, 
TWILL MAKE THIS COUNTRY 
THE MOST MODERN OF ALL TIME 
(OUR PEOPLE WILL REGAIN 
THEIR SPLENDOR. 
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HE EVEN WENT TO THE GRAVE OF CYRUS THE GREAT, WHO RULED OVER THE ANCIENT WORLD. 


Fa 


1AM $0 HAPPY THAT THERE IS 
0 FINALLY & REVOLUTION BECAUSE 
THE SHAH, 
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PEOPLE CAME OUT CARRYING THE BODY OF A YOUNG MAN KILLED 
BY THE ARMY. HE WAS HONORED LIKE A MARTYR. A CROWD. 
GATHERED TO TAKE HIM TO THE BAHESHTE ZAHRA CEMETERY. 


“ropay | WENT TO REY 
HOSPITAL WITH MY CAMERA 


_—_—_______, 
THEN THERE WAS ANOTHER CADAVER, AN OLD ANAM CARRIED OUT ON A STRETCHER. THOSE WHO 


DIDN'T FOLLOW THE FIRST ONE WENT OVER TO THE OLD MAN, SHOUTING REVOLUTIONARY SLOGANS 
AND CALLING HIM A HERO. 


WELL, | WAS TAKING MY PHOTOS WHEN | NOTICED 
‘AN OD WOMAN NEXT TO ME, 1 UNDERSTOOD 

THAT SHE WAS THE WIDOW OF THE VICTIM. | HAD 
SEEN HER LEAVE THE HOSPITAL WITH THE BODY. 


WHAT? WHAT 15 IT? BRE YOU A 


RovaLisT? 


NO, BUT MY 
HUSBAND ole 
OF CANCER... 


PLEASE! 
stop iri 
‘STOP Ir! 
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THE LETTER 


ie] [uassan, THREE yeaRS OLD, 
CLEANED CAR WS, 


He 


: 


SHE WAS EIGHT YEARS OLD WHEN SHE HAD TO LEAVE HER 
PARENTS! HOME TO COME TO WORK FOR US, JUST LIKE REZA, 
LEILA AND HASSAN. 


(we HAVE TOO MARY CALDREN 


“4l4 ORAS INCLUDING HER... 
WE WILL T 
CARE OF Ht 


AKE 
ER. 


THIS IS MEHRI, 


ND SHE ALWAYS FINISHED 


[se was 305T Ten veans 010 wien] 
MY F000. 


TWAS GORN..SHE TOOK CARE OF ME. 


"AT THE BEGINNING OF THE REVOLUTION, IN EVERY NIGHT THEY LOOKED] [ONTIL THE DAY HE. 
4938, SHE FELL IN LOVE WITH THE Neighbor's | | AT EACH OTHER FROM THE] | SLIPPED HER A LETTER. 


SON SHE WAS SICTEEN YEARS OD, ‘eanbow OF MY ROOM, 
ba) be 1 ra 
Oo Z 


sf 
se 


UKE (AOST PEASANTS, SHE DION'T KNOW HOW | [my MOTHER HAD TRIED TO TEACH HER BUT 
TO READ AND WRITE... APPARENTLY SHE WAS NOT VERY TALENTED. 


$0 LET'S REPEAT. M AS IN 


MY DEAR. HOSSEIN, 
Limiss YOU A LOT. 

IT HAS BEEN THREE 
DAYS SINCE 1 SAW. 
You ar THE wiNoow.| 
LOFTEN TALK ABOUT 


ns) 


“Ai; 
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MEHR! HAD A REAL SISTER, ONE| AFTER A FEW VISITS SHE 
YEAR, YOURNAER, WHO NVORKED, FELL IN LOVE WITH HIM TC, 
AT MY UNCLE’S’ HOUSE. 3 


Foren Tes 


FRONT OF THE 
TV. ISN'T HE 
HaNosome? 


er 


Ss, 


HER TEALOUSY WAS MORE THAN SHE COULD BEAR AND SHE TOLD MEHRI'S STORY 70 MY UNCLE, WHO 
TOLD IT TO MY GRANDMA, WHO TOLD IT TO MY MOM. THAT IS HOW THE STORY REACHED MY FATHER 


woRDs with OK, FUL GET 
YOUR SON. 


STRAIGHT TO THE 


MEHR! PRETENDS, 


SHE IS mY DAUGH- 
TER. IN REALITY 
SHE IS MY MAID. 
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WITHOUT ANY HESITATION, HOSSEIN GAVE ALL 
THE LETTERS HE HAD RECEIVED TO MY FATHER! 


You MUST UNDERSTAND THAT 
[THEIR Love WAS IMPOSSIBLE. 


(BECAUSE IN THIS COUNTRY 
YOU MUST STAY WITHIN 
YOUR OWN SOCIAL CLASS, 


WHEN | WENT BACK TO HER ROOM SHE WAS 


1040, ARE YOU 
aD, ARE You | fe SAME SOCIAL Class) 
FOR OR AGAINS' euT AT Les iE SAME BED. 


SOCIAL CLASSES? 


ae 


WHEN | FINALLY UNDERST OGD 


We SHOUTED FROM MORNING TILL NIGH 


6). 
Ta ap 


‘<THE PARTY 


_ m3 GVGAGDE 
\aySig®. GIGVACE 
BB.) gap a8. gyy Bits De 
ETE EEIEL 


FOR 4 FEW MONTHS, HE ACTUALLY DID TRY: HE TESTED A DOZEN PRIME MINISTERS, 


THE MORE HE TRIED DEMOCRACY, THE MORE His 
RN DOWN 


STATUES WERE TO 
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TIMMY CARTER, THE PRESIDENT | [IT LOOKS LiKe CARTER, 

OF THe UNITED States, REFUSED] | Has FORGOTTEN 

TO GIVE REFUGE TO THE EXILED HS FRIENDS. ALL 
‘SHAH AND HIS FAMILY, THAT INTERESTS 

HIM 15 out! 


HE 1S THE PRESIDENT OF EGYPT. THEY Ve BEEN 
RIENDS FOR A UONG 
Te, THEY BOTH 
BeTRaveD THE 
counreies OF cue 
REGION BV MAKING! 
a PACT with Reet 


SOMETHING ELSE. 
UeT’s eNdoY CUR NOW THAT 
NEW FREEDOM! THE DEVIL 

HAS LEFT! 


a 


"S ANWAR AL-SADAT WHO 


Wie ACCEPT HIM IN HIS COUNTRY, 


IN ANY CASE, 2S LONG 
AS THERE IS OIL IN THE. 
MIDDLE EAST WE WILL 
NEVER HAVE PEACE, 


MAYBE SADAT WELCOMED. 
THE SHAH BECAUSE HIS FIRST 
WIFE WAS EGYPTIAN, 


AFTER ALL THIS TOY, & MAJOR 
MISFORTUNE TOOK PLACE: THE 
SCHOOLS, CLOSED DURING THIS 

PERIOD, REOPENED AN 


BUT SHE WAS THE ONE TEACHER) (SATRAPH YOO 
WHO TOLD US THAT THE sHe says | | shoupn’r sav! 
cia WAS CHOSEN BY GoD! THAT THe} | THNGS UKE 
sHaH was, 
CHOSEN BY 
G00" 


THAT. STAND 


IN THE CORNER! 
CHUDREN, TEAR OUT 


ALL THE PHOTOS OF THE 
‘SHAH FROM YOUR, BOOKS, 


LOOK! A BULLET ALMOST HIT MY 


Sl TRATIONS 


WHAT NERVE! SHE. 
ALWAYS HAD THAT 
NASTY SPOT. IF We 
WEREN'T NEIGHBORS, 
He WOULD HAVE Said 
SHE'S A MARTYR 


tt, 
ini 


Il 


—7/ 


A 
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+ SECRET POLICE OF THE SHAH'S REGIME. 
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TAY IDEA WAS TO PUT NAILS BETWEEN OUR FINGERS LIKE AMERICAN 
BRASS KNUCKLES AND TO ATTACK RAMIN. 


W THE NAME OF THE 
DEAD MILLION, WE'LL 
TEACH RAMIN A GOOD 
LESSON. | HAVE AN IDEA... 


WHAT YOU WANT, 
‘MARS! FOUND a)] |] ronan Ramin? Ger INTO THE] 
SOMME NAILS! car, HAVE & GETTER SOLUTION. 


$0 KIDS, 
WHAT ARE 
You UP TO? 


WHERE 01D 
YOU FIND THe 


NAILS? 


us 


VUL LET IT GO THIS TIME RT ERE RANGC r 

r , lS FATHER DID IT. GUT 
BUT DON'T DO IT AGAIN, rls are tS FATVGR DO I. OUT 
i -~ 


@ 


NOT FOR YOU YOUR FATHER IS A ‘He IS NoT & MURDERER! 
Jan ME TO DO MURDERER BUT IT'S, HE KILLED COMMUNISTS, 
JUSTICE. NOT YOUR FAULT, AND COMMUNISTS 

$0 1 FORGIVE YOU. ARE EVIL. 


EVEN SAV WE 
HAVE To LEARA| 7 
TO FORGIVE. 'o 


‘YOU HAVE TO FORGIVE! 


MOM, | SPOKE TO 


you 
Have TO 
FORGIVE! 


% 


1 GOO REPEATS WAT THEY 
RELI WAL NES ROL THAD THE FEELING OF BENG SOMEONE REALLY, 
REALLY GO0D. 


46 


fea THE HEROES 


THE POLITICAL PRISONERS WERE LIBERATED A FEW DAYS LATER. THERE WERE 3000 OF THEM. 


We KNEW TWO OF THEM. J | 


SIAMAK JAR! MOHSEN SHAKIBA 


20a ORM 
FEBRUARY 20, 4945 NOVEMBER 22, 194% 


IW LORISTAN IN RacHT 


PROFESSION: PROFESSION: 
JOURNALIST REVOLUTIONARY 


CRIME: WROTE crime: 
SUBVERSIVE ARTICLES, REVOLUTIONARY 


INTHE KEYHAN 
DATE OF IMPRISONMENT :| 
DATE OF IMPRISONMENT: APRIL 4994 
TOLY 4933 


RELEASED: MARCH 4979 


RELEASED: MARCH 1993 
POLITICAL CONVICTION: 


POLITICAL CONVICTION: COMMUNIST 
COMMUNIST 
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1 Hab HEARD ABOUT SIAMAK 
EVEN BEFORE THE REVOLUTION. 
HE WAS THE HUSBAND OF MY 
MOTHER'S BEST FRIEND. 


(BRING LALY with YOU 
AND COME BY TODAY. 
WE TALK ABOUT IT, 


(wee ts Your FarHeR?) 


‘DON'T YOU KNOW THAT 
WHEN THEY KEEP SAVING 
SOMEONE IS ON A TRIP IT 
REALLY MEANS HE IS DEA0? 


‘aT Least 
THAT Was 
THE case wiTH| 
MY GRANDPA. 


\ 


. 
ST 


“8 


G0 TO YOUR ROO) 
‘STAY THERE! 


[NOBODY WILL ACCEPT THE TRUTH, 
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(ME DEAD? WHAT A TOKE! IN PRISON THEY 
CALLED Mé THE MAN WITH SEVEN LIVES. 
4 


‘YOU REMEMBER THE DAY 
THEY PULLED OUT MY NAILS? 
THEY HAVE GROWN Back 

SINCE. NOT IN A NORMAL WAY... 
BUT AT LEAST I HAVE THEM, 


REAL SCIENTISTS!" 
THEY KNEW EACH PART 
OF THE BODY, THEY 
KNEW WHERE TO HIT! 


(OUR. TORTURERS RECEIVED 
SPECIAL TRAINING FROM THE CLA, 


so 


HEY WHIPPED ME WITH THICK ELEC 
TRIC CABLES SO MUCH THAT THIS 
LOOKS LIKE ANYTHING BUT & FOOT. 


Rerronermmnrivcer mene | MY,PAREATS WERE 50 
GARETTES ON CUR BACKS AND THOS. SK 


t 


¢ \ 
ae id 
_/ i rt 
THAT THEY FORGOT TO SPARE 
y \ ME THIS EXPERIENCE. 
mia 


ANY NEWS OF 1», AHMADI WAS ASSASSINATED. AS A MEMBER OF THE GUERILLAS, HE 

AHMADI? SUFFERED HELL. HE ALWAYS HAD CYANIDE ON HIM IN CASE HE WAS ARRESTED, 
BUT He WAS TAKEN BY SURPRISE AND UNFORTUNATELY HE NEVER HAD A 

RaW CHANCE TO USE IT... $0 HE SUFFERED THE WORST TORTURE... 

[a Y 

Ld 


CONFESS! 
WHERE ARE 
THE OTHERS! 


TNEVER. 
IMAGINED 


s4 


He Was IN MY 
CLASS AT THE 
UNIVERSITY. 


rr 10 aomiT 

As LETELY 
WRONG WHEN 1 SAID HE 
WAS NOT ON A TRIP, 


[FHOSE STORIES HAD GIVEN ME NEW IDEAS FOR GAMES] [i Have maana-| 

TION To0.. THE 
MUSTACHE-ON- 

races Taree RE TORTURE 
CONSISTS OF 
POLLING ON THE 
Two SES OF 
THe UPPER UP. 


BACK AT HOME THAT EVENING, 1HAD] [BUT IT DON'T LasT. 


THE DIABOLICAL FEELING OF POWER...] | WAS OVERWHELMED. CRY DARLING. THEY WiLL 


FOR WHAT THEY HAVE 
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DIDN'T KNOW WHAT JUSTICE WAS. NOW THAT THE 
BAD PEOPLE ARE REVOLUTION WAS FINALLY OVER ONCE AND FOR ALL, 
DANGEROUS GUT ABANDONED THE DIALECTIC MATERIALISM OF AY 
FORGIVING THEM IS COMIC STRIPS. THE ONLY PLACE I FELT SAFE WAS 
‘TOO, DON'T WORRY, INTHE ARIAS OF MY FRIEND. 

THERE IS TUSTICE 

ON EARTH. 
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THEY CUT My DAD'S LEG 
OFF, BUT He STILL DIDN'T 
CONFESS!... SO THEY CUT 
OFF AN ARM AS WELL, 


TOCKILY, ONE DAY THEY ToLD | [THE ONLY ONE OF My FATHER’S BROTHERS | HAD NEVER MET, 
Me ABOUT MY UNCLE ANOOSH. | | BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN IN PRISON. AND NOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME 
IN 30 YEARS, MY GRANDANA WAS REUNITED WITH HER SIX CHILDREN. | 


ND 1 HAD A HERON MY 

FAMILY... NATURALLY | SUCH A SWEET CHILD! ILL 

LOVED Hina IMMEDIATELY, SLEEP HERE TONIGHT AND 
TELL You Stories. 


su 


DON'T BOTHER Him 
700 much, e's TED, — 


Ok, HERE GOES: | WAS 1B YEARS | 
(tb WHEN MY UNCLE FEREYDOON 
ND HIS FRIENDS PROCLAIMED 
[THe INDEPENDENCE OF THE IRANIAN 
PROVINCE OF AZERBANTAN... 


FEREYDOON ELECTED HIMSELF 
MINISTER OF TUSTICE OF 
THIS NEW LITTLE REPUELI 


[aewtuemnen, Justice 1S 
‘Tue Basis OF DEMOCRACY. 

H} aut MeN stout 8€ eQuAL 

[im THe eves oF THE Law. 


TAY IDEAS WERE THE SAME 2S 
HIS BUT YOUR GRANDFATHER 
REMAINED FAITHFUL TO THE 
SHAH. 


MY SON, A TRAITOR! 
GO AWAY AnD 

TON UP WITH MY 
IpIOTIc BROTHER! 


yout 
orn END 
P een 
execuren! 
00 You 
Heae me? 
lexecureo! 


ENTHUSIASM. 


AZERBAITAN IS ONLY THE 
BEGINNING. WE ARE GOING 
TO FREE IRAN PROVINCE BY 
PROVINCE! 


T BECAME FEREYDOON'S SECRETARY, 
IT WAS A TIME OF DREAMS AND 


LHAD TO SEE FEREYDOON 


THE NEXT MORNING, | WAS SO TORMENTED. 


ss 


ONE NIGHT THAD A 
TERRIBLE NIGHTMAR' 
DEAD PEOPLE, BLOOD.. 


TWANTED T0 D0 SOMETHING... BUT 
THERE WAS NOTHING I COULD Dd..THEY 
ARRESTED HIM AND IRAN AWAY. 


e g) 


Ne. 


FOR DAYS AND DAYS | WALKED THROUGH THE FALLING SNO\ 
UCROSSED THE ALBORZ MOUNTAINS TO FIND REFUGE AT MY 


MAY GOD! 
ANOOSH"! 


TWAS NEARLY DEAD WHEN I 
ARRIVED. 


WHAT'S GOING ON? 
WHO'S BOTHERING US, 
AT THIS HOUR? 


WHAT IS HE 
DOING HERE? 
WHY DIDNIT He 
STAY WITH HIS 
NICE UNCLE? 


come. 
guicay! 
IT's COR’ 
Sox ancosn 
He Has 
FAINTED! 


se 


= 
Kou ALWAYS SAY THE RIGHT THING 
‘AT THE RIGHT TIME! HELP ME NOW! 


aur THe swan’s POUKE WERE ‘SWAN ACROSS THE ARAS RIVER’ 
LOOKING FOR ME. 1 WAS NOT AND ARRNED IN THE USSR. 
‘SAFE WITH MY PARENTS. HAPPENED TO 
50 I DECIDED TO GO INTO EXILE. YOUR. UNCLE 
FEREYDOON? 


TLEARNED THAT HE KNEW THE SHAH'S ARMY WAS COMING 


TO ARREST HIM. HE COULD HAVE RUN AWAY LIKE MOST OF HIS, 


[ar THe TIME HE HeD A GIRLFRIEND wat 
WAS VOLVED IN HIS POLITICAL MONE 
MENT. & GIRL FROM & GOD FAMILY. 
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TU, MAKE YOU A HOT CHOCOLATE. 


se 


{ano WHAT DID 
eu DOIN THE USSR? 
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‘you, 
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A IN MARXISM-LENINISM, 
LZ ZZ 


LATER | MAARRIED AND 
HAD TWO CHILDREN, TWO 
GIRLS.. LOOK... 


‘SHE WAS DAY WIFE. ‘ oe 
WE ARE DIVORCED. RUSSIANS AREN'T LIKE US. 
(OK, BUT WHY 15 HER. 
edb SCRATCHED OUT? 
We 
E 
7 i] (B 
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[AFTER THE SEPARATION, | FELT VERY LONELY. | MISSED MY COUNTRY, 
MY PARENTS, MY @ROTHERS. | DREAIAT ABOUT THE/A OFTEN. 


ir 


¢ 


—— 


THEY SAY You WERE 
TORTURED TERRIBLY, LIKE 
SIAMAK, LALY'S FATHER 


«0 


I DECIDED TO GO HOME, 1 GOT 


A FALSE PASSPORT AND 
DISGUISED MYSELF. 


THEY PUT ME IN PRISON FOR 
NINE YEARS. 


1 TELL You ALL THIS 


K@ae THE SHEEP 


DURING THE TIME ANCOSH STAYED WITH US 
THEARD POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS OF THE HIGHEST 
ORDER. 


IT'S INCREDIBLE. THE REVOLUTION 
IS A LEFTIST REVOLUTION AND 
“THE REPUBLIC WANTS TO BE 
CALLED ISLAMIC. 


Witt RETURN To 
THEIR Mosques. 


WHAT LENIN 
EXPLAINED WS 

THE STATE AND 
tHe REVOLUTION” 


DID You HEAR THAT, ANOOSH ? DO YoU REALIZE HOW 
IGNORANT OUR PEOPLE ARE? ‘THE ELECTIONS WERE 
FAKED AND THEY BELIEVE THE RESULTS: 999%: AS 
FOR ME, | DONT KNOW A SINGLE PERSON WHO VOTED 
FOR THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC. WHERE DID THAT FIGURE 
COME FROM? FROM THEIR ASSES, THAT'S WHERE! 


e 


TS NOT IMPORTANT. EVERYTHING 
WILL TURN OUT FINE, IN & COUNTRY 
WHERE HALF THE POPULATION IS 
MUTERATE YOU COANOT UNITE 
‘THE PECPLE ARDUND MARX, THE 
ONLY THING THAT CAN REALLY 
UNITE THEM IS NATIONALISM, 
08 A REUGIOUS ETHIE... 


ON TV THEY Say 
THAT 99.99% OF THE 

poruLaTIN voTED FOR. 
THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC. 


eur 17's Nor! 
My FAULT! 
i's THe TH 


DON'T 8 TAM! 1's 
UKE THIS WITH ALL 
REVOLUTIONS. THIS. 

15 JUST A TRANS- 
TIONAL PERIOD. 


Vy 


MY MOTHER WAS RIGHT TO BELIEVE IT WAS 
MURDER... WHEN THEY FOUND HIS BODY, ONLY 
HIS HEAD WaS UNDERWATER 
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LATER ON WE LEARNED THEY CROSSED THE BORDER HIDDEN AMONG 
‘A FLOCK OF SHEEP. 


‘AND THAT IS HOW ALL THE FORMER 
REVOLUTIONARIES BECAME THE WHAT? WASN'T He 
‘SWORN ENEMIES OF THE REPUBLIC ‘SUPPOSED TO COME?, 


WASN'T 
‘ANOOSH 
GOING TO 
Pick ME UP? 


UYan HIS WIFE CALLED 
HIM HE ASKED ME TO 
TELL YOU GOODBYE... 


TaLx TOHIS wee, 


err DON'T YOU WANT 
AGODA AT SORT TO EAT AUT TLE? 


oe 


“cs 


HONORED AME WITH 


You KNOW, YOU HAVE. 
YOUR VISIT ? 


DAY THE PROLETARIAT 


BUT YOU'LL SEE! ONE. 
WiLL RULE 
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THAT WAS MY LAS” 
5 a 


IN, 
Uh 


AND $0 1 V 


MARTI, RUN TO 

THE BASEMENT! 

WE'RE BEING 
BOMBED! 


(wi 0 YOU THIN? THe FONDA. 
JMENTALST STUDENTS HAVE, TAKEN 
THE AMERICANS HOSTAGE 


$0, MY GREAT DREAM WENT OP 
1M SMOKE. | WOULDN'T Be ABLE 
FO G0 70 THE UNITED STATES. 


GNYWAY, THE AMERICANS 
‘RE DUMMIES. 


Mavee, CUT NOW 
NO ONE CAN GO 
TO THE UNITED 
‘STATES. 


KAVEH, THEY CLOSED THE US, 
EmBAdsy TODAY. | WON'T BE 
ABLE TO COME AND SEE YOU. 


THE DREAM WASN'T THE USA. 
Ir WAS SEEING MAY FRIEND KAVEH, 
WHO HAD LEFT TO GO LIVE IN THE 
STATES A YEAR EARLIER, 


wz 


AND THEN SOME DAYS LATER, 


THE MINISTERY 
OF EDUCATION Has 
DECREED THAT 
ONIVERSITIeS wit 
CLOSE AT THE END 


“THe EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM ANO WHAT 
is WRITTEN IN SCHOOL BOOKS, AT aLL 
LEVELS, ARE DECADENT. EVERYTHING 
NeeDS TO 0E REMISED TO ENSURE THAT] 
OUR CHILDREN ARE NOT LED ASTRAY 
FROMM THE TRUE PATH OF ISLAM 


OF COURSE, 
‘OF course 


THAT'S WHY WE'RE CLOSING 
ALL THE UNIVERSITIES FOR A 
WHILE. CET TER TO HAVE NO 
STUDENTS AT ALL THAN TO 
EDUCATE FUTURE IMPERIALISTS, 


THUS, THE UNIVERSITIES WERE 
CLOSéD FOR TWO YEARS. 


yO SEE. SOON THEY'RE ACTUALLY 
GING TO FORCE US TO WEAR 

“THe VEIL AND YoU, YOU'LL Have 
10 TRADE YOUR CAR FOR A Cate. 
Geo, WHAT A BACKWARD POLICY! 


NO MORE UNIVERSITY, AND | 
WANTED TO STUDY CHEMISTRY, 


TWANTED TO BE LIKE MARIE 


T WANTED 0 B€ AN EDUCATED, 
UBERATED WOMAN, AND IF THE 

PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE MEANT 
GETTING CANCER, $0 BE IT. 


17's 1 wp Discovered 
THE NEWEST RADIOACTIVE 


% 


‘AND $0 ANOTHER DREAM WENT 
UP IN SMOKE 


MISERY! AT THE AGE 
THAT MARIE CURIE FIRST 
WENT To FRANCE TO 
STUDY, I'LL PROBABLY 
Have TEN CHILDREN. 


aoe 
canine 


TO PICK HER UP. 


AND THAT IF 1 DON'T WANT 


: THEY INSILTED ME. THEY SAD THAT 
UO Ree cw BasetD. ats WOMEN UKE ME SHOULD 86 PUSHED “THAT TO HAPPEN, | SHOULD 
INST A WALL AND FUCKED. WEAR THE VEl 


TWO FUNDAMENTALIST Ras TARO, ps 
Tie BASTARDS. THE RASTARDS.THEY. ie AAAS A Maal Ae Oe 


THAT INCIDENT MADE MY MOTHER SICK FOR [AND 50 TO PROTECT WOMEN FROM ALL THE POTENTIAL] 
SEVERAL DAYS RAPISTS, THEY DECREED THAT WEARING THE VEIL 
WAS OBLIGATORY. 


rl 
wanes aie evanares fave Tar Bxcre 
ents tel wos Sie Govee Sie 
fia wn each FS meauon moke CuLIFED 
Wolgo wattbot The ven ren Mas oe 
woe Cutie Thon ae 
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NO TIME, Ee THERE WERE ALSO TWO SORTS OF MEN. 


Ee 


THE FUNDAMENTALIST | THE MODERN WOMAN 
WOMAN 


ISLAM IS MORE OR LESS, 
AGAINST SHAVING. 


QUT LET'S BE FAIR. IF WOMEN 
FACED PRISON WHEN THEY 
REFUSED TO WEAR. THE VEIL, 
IT WAS ALSO FORBIDDEN FOR 
MEN TO WEAR NECKTIES 
(THAT DREADED SYMBOL OF 
‘THE WEST). AND IF WOMEN'S, 
HAIR GOT MEN EXCITED, THE 
‘SAME THING COULD BE SAID OF 
MEN'S BARE AR/AS. AND $0, 
WEARING SHORT-SLEEVED 
SHIRTS WAS ALSO FORBIODEN. 


as foe apunerrasr writin woo 
INTO A STUPOR EVERY 

NIGHT, NOW HE USES MOUTHNASH EVERY WHAT YOO 06 BORING THE: 
TIME He UTTERS THE WORD “ALCOHOL” DAY, SAY YOU PRAY, YOU 


Tf ANYONE EVER ASKS YOU 


IN SPITE OF EVERYTHING, THE 


SINCE THE 499 REVOLUTION, ID 
GROWN OLDER (WELL, A YEAR 
OLDER) AND MOM KA CHANGED, 


THAN Gioey ib RAVES Pa CARNE, 
"WOT WEAR Yom SLY Seaees! 


FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MY UFE, | 
SAW VIOLENCE WITH MY OWN EVES. 


(en 
)) o= 


RIGHT BEFORE GOING BACK, IN THE HOTEL ROOM “THE TV SHOWED A MAP OF IRAN AND A BLACK 
IN MADRID. CLOUD COVERING THE COUNTRY LITTLE BY LITTLE, 


fer woes ue THev'Re TALK 
‘ABOUT THE WHOLE COUNTRY, 
NOT TUST THE CAPITAL, 


"THE NEXT DAY MY GRANDMOTHER: 
CAME TO PICK US UP AT THE AIRPORT, 


or 


_— 


BACK. THERE'S 
NO PLACE LIKE 


OH! I'M TAKING THIS THING OFF. IT’S TOO HOT. 
C3 irs ooo ro Be 


HEY ONLY 
GFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED 
IT TWO DAYS AGO, 
Bur REALLY, IT’S 
BEEN A MONTH. 

THE IRANIAN 
FUNDAMENTALISTS 
TRIED TO <Tie UP 
THEIR RAG! SHITE 
ALLIES AGAINST 
Sa0DaM He's BEEN 
WAITING FOR THE 
CHANCE. He's aways, 
WANTED TO INVADE 
IRAN. AND HERE'S 
THE BRETEXT. IT'S, 
THE SECOND ARAB 
INVASION 
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TRUE. BUT SOON THERE'LL 
BE NO HOME. 


“THE SECOND INVASION IN 4400 YEARS! AMY BLOOD 
WAS BOILING. | WAS READY TO DEFEND MY 
COUNTRY AGAINST THESE ARABS WHO KEPT 
‘ATTACKING US. 


0 
cy 
'YPE THIS aND 
Ree COMES 


TT WAS THE FIRST TIME 'D 
SEEN FIGHTER TETS.» 


wy is 


$ 


Ga 
BRE PROBABLY IRAQIS, 
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IRANIAN OR IRAQ, THE TETS 
HUGGED THE GROUND BEFORE 
‘SUDDENLY ZOOMING UP INTO 
THE SKY RIGHT BEFORE THE 
MOUNTAINS ON THE HORIZON. 


WHAT ARE YOU TALKING, 
ABOUT ? OF COURSE I'M ROT 
GONG To FIGHT. WHY SHOULD 
LFIGHT 2: 


a4 


0x, ENOUGH oF 
THAT. THE REAL 
ISLAMIC INVASION 
HAS COME FROM 
UR OWN 
GOVERNMENT 


THe IRAQIS 
eomeen Us! 


AR ALWAYS TAKES YOU 
SURPRISE. 


OMB BAGHDAD..YOU NEED PLOTS FOR THAT. 
WE HAVE TO BOM BAGHDAD! AFTER THE GENERALS BLEW THEIR CHANCE. 
AY A COUP DETAT , THEY WERE AUL TAILED 
Take your FEET OR EXECUTED. 
ter rhe raace, 
is tapourre 


TKNEW FIGHTER PLOTS. MY 


FRIEND PARDISSE"S FATHER 
Cour DET AT? PILOTS IN 


SHE NEVER TOLD Me HER FATHER 
WAS IN PRISON! ALTHOUGH LAST 

? ; ean. ste DIDN'T COME TO 

SARE NEES REOTS, ‘SCHOOL FOR A WHOLE MONTH, 


NNN 


NN 
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‘SUDDENLY, | HEARD THE IRANIAN TT HAD BEEN MORE THi 
IT'S THE PITS! My DAD x % SINCE WE'D HEARD IT. 
Is A DEFEATIST. He’S NO 

PATRIOT. 


3S] 


BN 
WE NaRLORENT HD 


YOU CAN'T ALWAYS BELIEVE 
WHAT THEY SAY. 8 O'CLOCK, 
THE BBC IS BROADCASTING 
00. WHERE'S THE RADIO? 


‘weur, THERE'S 
Your pence Har 


33 


IRANIAN 
Losses 
WERE VERY 
HEAVY... 
HALF OF THE 
PLANES IN 
THE AAISSION 
HAVE NOT 
RETURNED. 


HEY! PARDISSE 


TRAEW RIGHT AWAY, @UT | 
DIDN'T DARE ASK. 


IW CLASS, THE TEACHER ASKED US TO WRITE A TDIDN'T NEED TO DO MUCH THINKING. | KNEW ALL 
REPORT ABOUT THE WAR. 


IT'5 a 
Diericur 


agouT IT 


as 


| WROTE FOUR PAGES ON THE 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT ENTITLED 
"THE ARB CONQUEST AND 
OUR WE 


TWAS VERY PROUD OF MYSELF. 


ToTHIS WAR IS palatal 


‘ovy Sal 
oD 

DOT THe TEACHER DIDNT SEEM 
"To0 IbRe SSeS. 


= PARDISSE'S REPORT WAS BY FAR THE BEST. IT WAS A LETTER TO 
Hier FATHER IN WHICH SHE PROMISED TO TAKE CARE OF HER MOTHER, 
AND UTTLE BROTHER, 


Your FATHER ACTED LIKE’ 
A GENUINE HERO, YOU 
SHOULD BE PROUS OF HIM! 
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we iE JEWELS 


EVERY MORNING | HAVE 


TF TOO US UNTIL TWO IN THE MORNING. WE OBVIOUSLY DIDN'T GO TO 
ANY RESTAURANT. 


oF COURSE THEY'RE NOT SAYING 
ANYTHING IT'S A HUGE MESS" 
RAD BOMBED THE REFINERY 


aoa. of 
ee 
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MALL WAS MY MOTHER “6 GALDHEED | 
FRIEND. SHE LIVED IN aBADAN 
WITH HER. HUSBAND ND TWO KIDS. 


iD 
. CE 
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MAL AND HER FAMILY SPENT A WEEK WITH US, THAT'S HOW LONG IT TOOK TO SELL THE TEWELRY AND 
START OVER AGAIN. 
T CUR PLA 


MALI'S MOTHER WAS BITTER AND HARD TO DEAL WITH (AND DEAF) 
JACE, THEN, ONE DAY, WE WEAT TO THE SUPERMARKET. 


HAHAHA! 
HAHAHAHA! 


oz 


ICE THe REFUGEES HAVE DES- 
CeNDeD OX TexRAN, YOU CAN’ 
(GET ANYTHING TO EAT ANYMORE, 


UT THEY WERE 


Taey Tare L_lry newwoon Even 
Crag ete tieees euct ace 


fa (Mad! 
\ N i 
aa ee 
Gaara er 
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(Cow tomuarinas >) 


os 


A THE KEY 


THE IRAQI ARMY HAD CONQUERED THE CITY CF KHORRAMSHAHR. THEIR ARMS WERE MODERN, BUT WHERE 
IRAQ HAD QUALITY, WE HAD QUANTITY. COMPARED TO IRAQ, IRAN HAD & HUGE RESERVOIR OF POTENTIAL 
SOLDIERS. THE NUMBER OF WAR MARTYRS EMPHASIZED THAT DIFFERENCE. 


CAN YOU HELP WOW CAN | NOT SEE? THEY'RE . me 
Mesrneny |) |(ieucan'nes Sires |) | (econo ware rea 
fo i Gan rain, | ie wan 
Hew na reer arecea|| hakpes amor 
Tie erasers ace fue? |l Horner wo 7c wr 
cae ec 


Ir WAS Cevious THAT 
7 four COUNTRY Has 
MANY OF THE FIGHTERS ue ONT RS Has 


WAR AND 
MARTYRS, $0, LIKE 
MY FATHER Sal: 
WHEN 4 6iG WAVE 
COMES, LOWER. 
your Heap AND 
ver Ir Passi 


THAT'S VERY PERSIAN. THE 
PALOSOPHY OF RESIGNATION, 


on 


TREMEMBER MY INITIATION. IT WAS THE FIRST THEN THE LOUDSPEAKERS STARTED TO SING 


DAY OF CLASS AFTER SUMMER. VACATION. 


fweLcome, GIRLS OF IRAN. THE BABsBABABAT 
WAR HAS TAKEN THE FLOWER. SVHEY TROOPS OF... 
OF CUR NATION'S YOUTH! es REapy, 1 


BE READY 
7) 


LET'S GO CHI THE HEART! 


(WORE, ON 
Rw 


HITTING YOURSELE IS ONE OF 
THe COUNTRY’S RITUALS. DURING 
CERTAIN RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES, 
SOME PEOPLE FLAGELLATED 

THE sAseLves BRUTALLY. 


s =) 
Sontag wos CONSPEEDD 
rr 
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AFTER A LITTLE WHILE, NO ONE 
TOOK THE TORTURE SESSIONS 
SERIOUSLY ANYMORE, AS FOR 
ME, | IMMEDIATELY STARTED 
MAKING FUN OF THEM. 


HOODS FOR THE SOLDIERS. 


EVERY SITUATION OFFERED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR 
LAUGHS: LIKE WHEN WE HAD TO KNIT WINTER 


SETRAPH WHAT ARE YOO 
DOING ON THE GROUND? 


(OR WHEN WE HAD T0 DECORATE THE CLASSROOM 
OR THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE REVOLUTION 


| 
y 


hi 


YOURE AS WORTHLESS AS. 
YOUR DECORATIONS! YOU'RE 
WORTHLESS!" YoU HEAR, 
ME?! WORTHLESS Me 


WHO SAID THAT? WHO WAS. 
IT? DOES SHE HAVE THE 
COURAGE TO STAND UP? IF 


F 


TTHINK THAT THE REASON WE WERE 50 REBELLIOUS WAS THAT OUR GENERATION HAD KNOWN SECULAR 
‘SCHOOLS. OBVIOUSLY, THEY CALLED OUR. PARENTS IN. 


‘YOUR CHILDREN HAVE NO 
RESPECT FOR ANYTHING. 
NO SELF-CONTROL! THE 
Basis OF EDUCATION COMES 
FROM THE FAMILY! 


(wets 2enaven? $0 THEY CaN 
it THEMSELVES TWICE & DAY? 


‘STOP RIGHT THERE, YOURE 
“SAYING THAT WE DON'T: 
KNow HOW TO EDUCATE 
‘OUR CHILDREN? 


STEN, WE'RE AT WAR. A LOT 
(OF CHILOREN DON'T EVEN HAVE 
‘SCHOOL THESE DAYS. YOURS, 
HAVE & RARE OPPORTUNITY. 
$0 YOU SHOULD MAKE SURE 
THEY RE WELL-BEHAVED! 


iso rey can 86 
Coveren FROM 
HEAD 70 Toe? 


70 pLay 
Uke THE KiDs 
THEY ake 7? 


(an MANE SIRE THN WEAR TF HAIR 1S AS 
[THEIR VERS CORRECTLY. STIMULATING 


ANYWAY, THAT’S HOW. 
IT Is! ErrHeR THEY OBEY 
THE LAW, OR THEY'RE 
EXPELLED! 


4S You $2, 
THEN YOU NEED 
TO SHAVE YOUR 
MUSTACHE! 
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GIRLS HAD TO MAKE WINTER, 
HOODS FOR THE SOLDIERS, CUT 
BOYS HAD TO PREPARE TO 
BECOME SOLDIERS. 


HI MRS. NASRINE. 
You DON'T LOOK 
welt. 


NASRINE WAS OUR MAID: 


FrHey Gave THIS TO MY SON 
ek AT SCHOOL. THEY TOL THE 
Cenc leovs THAT IF THEY WENT 
key TO WAR, AND WERE LUCKY 
PanreD ENOUGH TO DIE, THES KEY WOULD] 
G01. GET THEM INTO HEAVEN. 


IVE SUFFERED SO MUCH. | RAISED MY FIVE KIDS 
WITH THE WATER OF MY TEARS, NOW THEY WANT 
TO TRADE THIS KEY FOR MY OLDEST SON 
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‘NO, MY CHILD. 
FM NOT OK. 


AULA UFE, (WE BEEN FAITHFUL 
TO THE RELIGION. IF IT'S COME 
70 TH... WELL, 1 CAN'T BELIEVE| 
IN ANYTHING BAYMORE oe 


( 
oie md | | 


THEY TOLD HIM THAT IN PARA 
DISE THERE WILL Ge PLENTY. 


OF F000, WOMEN AND HOUSES 
[MADE OF GOLD AND DIAMONDS. 


USTEN, CHLD, THOSE BRE JUST 
‘RADE-UP STORIES! WHAT 
Hell? WHAT PARADE? 


TEU ME, AT SCHOOL, DD 
THEY Give You THE Keys 
TO PARADISE? 


— SHAHAG WAS ANOTHER COUSIN. 
(MOM, PEYAAAN INVITED ME ‘000K! SHAHAB! HE HADN'T BEEN LUCKY: THE WAR 
TO A PARTY. CAN 1 GO? q STARTED JUST 2S HE BEGAN HIS 
PAILITARY SERVICE. THEY SENT 


Him TO THE FRONT RIGHT AWAY. 


YPNOTIZE THEDA AND JUST TOSS 


"TLE. ABSOLUTE CARNAGE. 


THE KEY TO PARADISE WAS FOR POOR PECPLE. THOUSANDS OF YOUNG KIDS, PROMISED A BETTER LIFE, 
EXPLODED ON THE MINEFIELDS WITH THEIR KEYS AROUND THEIR NECKS. 


MEANWHILE, | GOT TO GO TO MY FIRST PARTY. NOT ONLY DID MY MOM LET /AE GO, SHE ALSO 
KAITTED ME & SWEATER FULL OF HOLES AND MADE ME & NECKLACE WITH CHAINS AND NAILS, PUNK 
ROCK WAS IN. 


WAS LOOKING SHARP, 
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TT WASN'T TUST THE GASEMENTS. THE INTERIORS OF HOMES ALSO 


WASN'T ON 4 ‘BEROSS THe STREET. THEY'RE 
CHANGED. BUT IT WASN'T ONLY BECAUSE OF THE IRAQI PLANES. ROS TIM STREET TUS RE 


"Hom, WHAT'RE VoD DONG? gecine agus oF ita Cots 


Fe MASKING TAPE IS To PROTECT \——=—== 
AGAINST FLYING GLASS DURING A Tar 
%e 


THE OTHER NIGHT, TWO GUARDIANS 
JoF THE REVOLUTION PATROLS PaID THEM| ff SOMEONE TOLD US 
TIMOOSH'S A VISIT, YOU WERE PLANNING 
DAD? & PARTY. YOU KNOW’ 
THAT IT’S STRICTLY 
FORBIDDEN! 


THEY FOUND RECORDS AND VIDEO. 
lcasseT TES aT THEIK PLACE. A DECK HIS WIFE CRIED SO MUCH 
JOF CARDS, A CHESS SET. IN OTHER THAT THEY FINALLY LET 
WORDS, EVERYTHING THAT'S BANNED. HER OFF WITH A HEFTY 

- FINE. BUT HE CAN'T WALK 


fest vor Ase ENYMORE..nOW YOU SEE 
eee) Sony rea BOTTING UP 
a Nein THe CURTAINS. WITH. 
THe Pamres We HAVE 
zB 5 On HoRSDAYS an THE 
3\\ > 
bed 
AG af 


CARD GAMES ON MONDAYS, 
WE HAVE TO Be CAREFUL. 


atti. 
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DAMN! 
POWER OUTAGE !! 


BE CAREFUL 
WHERE You 
STEP!!! 


WE HAD EVERYTHING. WELL, 
EVERYTHING THAT WAS FORBISDEN. 
EVEN ALCOHOL, GALLONS OF IT. 


AWWW! NO MORE MUSIC! 


DON'T WORRY ABOUT IT! 
YUL GO GET THE ZARB. 


MAY UNCLE WAS THE VINTNER. 
HE WAD BUILT A GENUINE WINE 
MAKING LAB IN HIS BASEMENT. 


ARS. NASRINE, WHO WAS ALSO 
His CLEANING LADY, CRUSHED 
THE GRAPES. 


(% 
at 
x 


i 
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FORGIVE HIAA. LISTEN, 1 COULD u You SAY You HAVEN'T BEEN 
BE YOUR MOTHER. HOW OLD DRINKING. WE'RE GOING TO 


ARE YOU? SIXTEEN ?, re |SEE WHAT YOU HAVE AT HOME. 
MY DAUGHTER 1S TWELVE. 


FORGIVE HIM... 


GRANDINA! MARTI! WHEN WE'RE THEY FOWLOWED US ALL THE WAY HOME 
HOME, GET OUT FIRST. UL TRY TO 
‘STALL Him, FLUSH ALL THE ALCOHOL 
DOWN THE To1LET. 


Dow'T weeey 
DEAR. (a USED 
TOT, WHEN Your 
FATHER Was ALIVE, 
Twas Aways 
HiOING HIS TRACTS. 


MUST YOU REALLY 
Come uPstains? 

OUR ELDERY NEIGHBOR 
Has & HEART CONDI 

IF HE'S FRIGHTENED 

lay THe Noise, IT COULD 
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DUBETES, TUST LIKE MY MOTHER! 


HAVE DIABETES, MY @0¥. 
IE 1 DON'T DRINK A LITTLE SYRUP, 
11M GOING TO FAINT. 


tm) THE CIGARETTE 


THE WAR HAD BEEN GOING ON FOR TWO YEARS. 
WE WERE USED TO IT. | WAS GROWING UP AND T'S PERFECTLY CLEAR.. EVERY DAY THEY TELL US THAT 


EVEN KAD FRIENDS ODER THAN ME. 


YESTERDAY ON THE NEWS THEY SAID WE 
DESTROVED “5 IRAQI PLANES. RIGHT AFTER. 
ON THE BBC, | HEARD THAT IN FACT THE IRAQIS 
HAD SHOT DOWN Two OF OURS. 


No, WENE GOT Pavsical EDUCA 
TION BUT WE'RE NOT GOING. 
WE'RE GING FOR CURGERS 


BRINGGG.. Hey, THERE'S THE eeLL 


DON’T you Have cass? 
C= 


recs Also 
(Besta) HoT Doses 


[At You NeebED was SOME MONEY. | 


T WASN'T CHICKEN, $0 1 
FOLLOWED THEM 


YEAH! AT KANSAS ON TORDAN 
AVENUE. 


Ha HA Ha Hal 
(oon'T LOOK AT ME LIKE THAT. HA HA Ha! 
WE'LL CLIMB THE WALL. 


THAD ALREADY BROKEN THE 
RULES ONCE BY GOING TO THE 
DEMONSTRATION IN “39. THIS 
WAS THE SECOND TIME. 


aa 


JORDAN AVENUE WAS WHERE THe] [IF SOME PUBLIC PLACES HAD <URVIVED THE REGIINE'S REPRESSION, 


TEENAGERS FROM NORTH TEHRAN | EITHER IT WAS TO LEAVE US A LITTLE FREE SPACE, OR ELSE IT WAS OUT 
(THE NICE NEIGHEORHCODS) HONG | [OF IGNORANCE. PERSONALLY, THE LATTER THECRY SOUNDED MORE LIKELY: 
OUT, kansas was irs Tempe. | | THEY PROBABLY HADN'T THE SLIGHTEST IDEA WHAT “KANSAS” WAS. 


BO You See HS HAIR? 
SUST UE ROD STeWaRT! 


Yean, if He Gers 
cavalier, He"LL 


FoWOW THE OTHERS, | MEAN. 1 was] 
"700 YOUNG TO INTEREST THEM. 


WE HAD BEX TOLD THAT IF WE 
WERE INTHE STREET DURING A 
Jeomenia, We SHOULD Lie DOWN IN 


THE SIRENS WENT OFF. THE GUTTER FOR SAFETY. 


ane 


THE WONDERFUL DAY Was F 
SPOILED BY MY MOM. ‘You DARE To $0 Mate IT'S 
Ue STRAIGHT fig Si 
TO My FACE? ? 


GUT ALL 1 HAD Was ‘ 
’2N YOU JUST LED AGAIN! THE: 
Ren Case! ScHocL CALLED AND SAD YoU Hep 
GRAMMAR. THIS AFTERNOON! 
TOON'T GIVE 


& DAMA! You 


You TeLt me THE TRUTH 
RIGHT NOW OR ELSE YOU'LL 
BE PUNISHED TWICE! 


HAD SAID RELIGION TO TRY TO 
MAKE MY MOTHER LESS ANGRY, 
BUT IT HADN'T WORKED, 


picrator! 
You ane THe 
GUARDIAN OF 
THE REVOLUTION 
OF THIS HOUSE! 


‘RE YOU GONG TO Be. 
WHEN You Gow UP? 


a3 


SOMEWHAT LATER. 


THE IRANIAN ARMY HAS 
RETAKEN KHORRAMSHAHR... 


"FOR THE FOURTH 
‘TIME THIS MONTH. 


EVEN IF IT’S TRUE, WHAT AY | 60 TO THE 
DIFFERENCE Does 1T MAKE leasemenr, ma'am? 
TOUS 


Yes, MISS SATRAPL 


TO RESTORE PEACE TO Th 
AREA. 


WE REFUSE THiS 
iMPOSED PEACE # 


WE SHALL CONQUER KARBALA‘! 
‘Ss ') ‘ 


HE ONE THAT STRUCK ME MOST BY ITS GORY IMAGERY WAS: "TO DIE A MARTYR 
1ECT @L00D INTO THE VEINS OF SOCIETY.” 


wie 


KOoFFF 
1 KOFFF 
KOFFEM! : 


oa 


Gp» THE PASSPORT 


TOLY 4982. WE WERE AT MY AUNT'S PLACE. THE 

INTERNAL WAR HAD BECOME A BIGGER Issue THON | Il tHe STRESS 1 GET FROM 

THE WAR AGAINST IRAQ. ANYONE SHOWING THE EVERY GUNSHOT | HEAR 
Ig AUCH WORSE FOR (ME. 
THAN THE QGARETTES. 


PeCeLE Iw THE OPPOSITION 
IH OUR NENGHBORHOCD. WE 


“GINGE He HAD SENT His OLDEST SON TO HOLLAND, 
UNCLE TAKER HAD HAD TWO HEART ATTACKS. HE 
WAS ABSOLUTELY FORBIDDEN TO SMOKE, 


THe BUTCHER TOLD ME HE'S 
WHEN | THINK 
SEEN KIDS EXECUTED IN THE ABOUT IT, 
GuaD THéT 
MY SON IS SAFELY 
‘AbRoad. 6UT WITH 
THE BORDERS 
CLoseD, How aM 
LEVER GOING TO, 
‘SEE HIM AGAIN? 


THE CORDERS WERE CLOSED FOR THREE YEARS 
TWEEN 4880 AND 498% 


HOW MANY TIMES DID I SAY TO MY WIFE, | ANYWAY, 1 

ON, LET'S JOIN HIM.” SHE DIDN'T WANT TO. SHE ALREADY 59. BUT 

INVOKED HER COUNTRY, HER FAMILY, ETC, ETC. THOSE POOR 20- 
YEAR-OLDS WHO 
Ger SLALGHTERED. 
THEY KILL ME... 
THEY KILL ME! 


Ty UNCLE TAHER WAS 60 SAD THAT IT HORT TO 
[Look AT HIM. NO ONE DARED SAY A WORD. 
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SOME DAYS LATER 


|GET REAL. UP TO A CERTAIN 
366, YOO NEED YOR PARENTS, 
THEN LATER, THEY NEED You 


‘YOU'D BE BETTER OFF 
WITHOUT NAIL POLISH, 
YOU COULD GET ARRESTED. 


UNCLE TAHER HAD JUST 
SUFFERED HIS THIRD HEART 
ATTACK. WE WERE CFF TO 
THE HOSPITAL. 


[RED CRESCENT TRUCKS WERE PULLED UP IN FRONT OF THE HOSPITAL, 
CALLING FOR PEOPLE TO GIVE BLOCD FOR THE WAR WOUNDED. THERE 
WERE SO AMANY OF THEM. 


GIVE 81000! 
Give BLO0D!! 


wT 
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HE NEEDS OPEN HEART 
SURGERY, BOT THEY'RE NOT 
EQUIPPED HERE. THEY TOLD 
ME THAT HE HAS TO BE SENT 
TO ENGLAND 


HM 0 AOD OFFENDING HIM, 


MY HUSBAND HAD His THIRD 
HEART ATTACK. HE NEEDS MEDI-| 
CAL CARE OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY. 


THEY THREW A GRENADE...THEY WANTED TO ARREST SOME 
COMMUNISTS WHO WERE HIDING NEAR OUR PLACE, AND THEY 
THREW & GRENADE...TAHER COULDN'T DEAL WITH IT. WHEN | 
CAME INTO THE UNG ROOM, HE WAS LYING ON THE FLOOR... 


To 00 THAT, HE NEEDS. 
A PERMIT, THEY GAVE ME 
THE NAME OF THE HOSPITAL 
DIRECTOR. IF HE AGREES, 
TOHER WiLL GET A 
PASSPORT SO HE CAN GO 


AWe'U. DO COR BEST. 
GOD WILLS IT, 
We Ger BeTteR, 
EVERYTHING 
DEPENDS ON GOD. 


TEED YOUR. 
‘AUTHORIZATION 
50 He CAN GET 
4 PASSPORT 
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SINCE THE BORDERS WERE 
CLOSED, ONLY VERY SICK PEOPLE 
CIF THEY GOT A PERMIT FROM. 
THE HEALTH /AINISTRY) WERE 

ALLOWED TO Leave. 


‘LL THAT CREEPY WINDOW 
WASHER HaD TO DO TO BECOME 
DIRECTOR OF THE HOSPITAL WAS 
TO GROW A BEARD AND PUT ON A 
SUIT! THE FATE OF MY HUSBAND 
DEPENDS ON A WINDOW WASHER! 
NOW HE'S SO RELIGIOUS THAT HE 
WON'T LOOK A WORMAN IN THE. 
EVE. THe PATHETIC FOOL! 


AFTER THE DIRECTOR, WE WENT TO SEE THE 
CHIEF OF STAFF, DR. FATHI. LOOK IN THIS ROOM. THEY'RE ALL VICTIMS 
OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS! 
MAIAM, WE WILL DO WHAT WE CAN. WE ARE 
TERRIBLY STRAPPED AT THE MOMEAT. yy 
q a <A & 


THE GERMANS SELL CHEMICAL WEAPONS TO IRAN AND IRAQ. THE WOUNDED ARE 
THEN SENT TO GERMANY TO BE TREATED. VERITABLE HUMAN GUINEA PIGS 


‘WHY ARE YOU TELLING ME THIS?! | COULDN'T 
i CALA DOWN, DEAR 
WANT AMY HUSBAND 70 GET Wt Tey 
“ARE LESS. WANT (MY HUSBAND TO GET WELL Fp iron na 
RIGHT. OON'T WORRY 


WE WENT TO SEE AN ACQUAIN- 
TANCE OF MY FATHER'S, KHOSRO. 
HIS @ROTHER AND MY UNCLE ANOOSH 
WERE IN PRISON TOGETHER OURING 
THE REIGN OF THE SHH. 


E81, THE BROTHER OF 
ANGOSH? COME IN! COME IN 


LOOK, E81, A WHOLE MONTH'S. 
WORK, JUST FOR THE STAMP. 


HOW /RUCH TIME 
WILL IT TAKE TO 
MAKE A PASSPORT? 


Frias 16 NILOUFAR. HER BROTHER, 
WAS MY MESSENGER BOY. THEY 
ARE LOOKING ALL OVER FOR HER. 

BECAUSE SHE'S A COMMUNIST. 1 
eT HER STAY IN MY BASEMENT, 


‘SINCE THEY SHUT DOWN MY 
PUBLISHING COMPANY, PVE BEEN 
PRINTING FAKE PASSPORTS. Bile 
‘SELLERS. YOO WANT ONE? 


‘SHE'S OGHTEEN, THe SAME AGE 
25 MY DOUGHTER, MANDANA. 


KHOSRO'S DAUGHTER HAD LEF 
WITH HER (ROTHER RIGHT 
AFTER THE REVOLUTION. 
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WHEN THEY LET HUM OUT, MY 
BROTHER STARTED GOING TO 
COUNTER -REVOLUTIONARY 
DEMONSTRATIONS. HE TOLD ME THAT] 
“THE CHIEF OF THE NOW EXECUTIONERS| 
WAS HIS TORTURER IN THE SHAH'S, 
PRISON. HE SAW IT WITH HS OWN, 
EYES. HE SAID "KHOSRO, CANT 
TAKE any NORE” | MADE HM A 
FAKE PASSPORT AND HE SOUGHT 
POLITICAL ASYLUM IN SWEDEN. 


‘YOU CAN COME IN 
THEY'RE FRIENDS 


THEY'VE BEEN SEARCHING 
THE HOUSES OF EVERYONE 
IN HER PAMILY. THIS IS THE 
ONLY PLACE SHe’s SAFE 


AFTER NEGOTIATING A PRICE, THE 

JEQUIVALENT OF ABOUT $200, KHOSRO HE'S COME TO, HE WANTS, 
JAGREED TO MAKE A PASSPORT IN TO SEE You 

FIVE DAYS, WE WENT BACK TO THE 

HOSPITAL FEELING A LITTLE BETTER. | 


1 SAW KHOSRO. HE CaN 
MAKE A PASSPORT FOR 
TOHER BY WEDNESDAY. 


DON'T UPSET youR- 


‘SEL, TALK AwoUT 
SOMETHING ELSE 


‘ND EXECUTED. 


KHOSRO FOUND HIS HOUSE. 
RANSACKED. 


He NEVER GOT 70 aKE THe PASSPORT. 


THREE WEEKS AFTER THESE EVENTS, UNCLE TAHER WAS BURIED. HIS REAL PASSPORT ARRIVED THE 
SAME DAY... 


HE NEVER GOT 10 SEE HIS SON... 
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@ KIM WILDE 


A YEAR AFTER DAY UNCLE DIED, THE BORDERS WERE REOPENED. “SHE SURE DIDN'T LOCK VERY 
MY PARENTS RAN TO GET PASSPORTS HAPPY. IN FACT, SHE WAS. 
UNRECOGNIZABLE. 


TOOK AT THE LAST PAGE: "IT IS fay GD. JUST LOOK 
‘STRICTLY FORBIDDEN TO TRAVEL AT MEIN THIS, 

WW OCCUPIED PALESTINE WITH THIS PICTURE, WITH THe 
DOCUMENT.” SCARF 0K MY HEAD. 


"AS SOON AS | GET MY 
PASSPORT, WE'LL GO 
ON A 8G TRIP! 


Hie WANT TO SPEND SOME mi 
TIME TOGETHER, JUST THE bat aay tay 
Two OF US, FOR ‘a FEW DAYS. te area Oey 
"TO TURKEY. IF 
YOURE TAKING & 
“TRIP, WHY NOT GO 
Ho euRoPe OR THE 
lunrrep sTares?. 


THERE NOT BROTES, 
UREAULY LIKE WHAT THEY 00. 


WHAT CAN YoU BRING Me eaci| 
FROM TURKEY ? SHISH-KEBAES ? 
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FIRST THING AFTER THEY GOT TO ISTANBUL, THEY WENT TO GUY THE POSTER: 


"AND THEN AY MOTHER HAD 
GREAT (DED. 


AS SOON AS THEY WERE IN THE 
HOTEL, THEY SET TO FINONG a Wav. 


[we covv FOLD THEM AND MDE TWeAn 
TN THE UNG OF THE SUITCASE! 


roxm rian? rua wou vee) 
Flee naaoronTes 


iba 


ARRIVING AT TEHRAN'S. 
MEHRASAD AIRPORT. 


EM WALKING LIKE FRANKENSTEN 
fo varet var. yo | 
dfs (comaerey nares] 


You'Re SURE YOU'VE GOT 
ROTHING LEGAL? 


PUT MY POSTERS UP IN MY ROOM. 


TPUT MY 1985 NIKES ON... wn AND MAY DENIM TACKET WITH THE MICHAEL 
HACKSON BUTTON, AND OF COURSE, MY HEADSCARE, 


OUT ALONE AT THIRTEEN. 


FoR A YEaR NOW, THE F000 SHORTAGE WiD BEEN REGOLVED BV THE GROWTH OF THE BLACK MARKET 
MOWER FONG TOPES WAG ALITTLE MORE COMPLUATED. CN GANOM VENUE VOU COULD FO THEM 


SOMETIMES, 


‘AeA, BEE GEES, YAz00, WUUO IGLESIAS) 
SS oo OO rr 


esrevie vonner SS 


Swe'Re THE KIDS 
IN AMERICA Do 


THEIR Joe Was TO PUT US BACK 
OW THE STRAIGHT AND NARROW 
BY EXPLAINING THE DUTIES OF 
MUSLIM WOMEN. 


"AND YOU WEAR THIS JACKET 
FOR GaSKETBALL 7607? 


‘WHAT DO 1 SEE HERE? 
MICHAEL TACKSON! THAT 
‘SYMBOL OF DECADENCE? 


WEAR THESE. 
eecause | Play 
Aske TBALL, 


No, 17'S MALCOLM X, THE LEADER 
OF BLACK MUSLIMS IN AMERICA, 


BACK THEN, MICHAEL JACKSON 
WAS STILL BLACK 


(fewer voor. scars, ovurTTie wines) 


[ARENT YOU ASHAMED T0 WEAR 
“TIGHT JEANS UKE THESE? 
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eo ony Get NTH aR. 
wees racna You Down! 
TOThe comurree. 


frie COMMITTEE Was THE HO OF 
[THE GUARDUNS OF THE REVOLUTION. 


[at THE COMMITTEE, THEY DION'T HAVE TO INFORM Mn 
PARENTS. THEY COULD DETAIN ME FOR HOURS, OR 
FOR DAYS. | COULD BE WHIPPED. IN SHORT, ANYTHING 
COULD HAPPEN TO ME. IT WAS TIME FOR ACTION 


VM SORRY MA’AM! PLL NENER DO IT AGAIN. 


THE CLOTHES IRON! 


MA‘AIM, MY MOTHER'S, 
Dea. MY STEPMOTHER, 
IS REALLY CRUEL AND IF 
TDON'T GO HOME RIGHT 
WAY, SHE'LL KILL ME, 


SHE'LL MAKE My 
FATHER PUT ME 


BACK HOME... 


MARTI WHAT HAPPENED? 
HAVE YOU BEEN CRYING ?, 


RO MOM. Fm SUST 
TIRED. 184 GOING TO 
PAY ROOM 


1 GOT OFF PRETTY EASY, 
CONSIDERING. THE GUARDIANS 
OF THE REVOLUTION DIDN'T 
FIND MY TAPES. 


THERE WAS NO WAY 1 COULD TELL 
THe TRUTH. SHE NEVER WOULD 
HAVE LeT ME GO CUT ALONE AGAIN. 
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9) WERE THE KIDS IN 
AMERICA WHOAO 47 


THEARD THEY RE GOING TO USE WHAT ARE YOO SAVING? WERE 

BALLISTIC MISSILES AGAINST US. NOT AT WAR WITH THE SOVIET 
UNION. | DON'T BEUEVE THE IRAQIS. 
HAVE WEAPONS LIKE THAT. 


FROM THE IRAQ! BORDER TO TEHRAN IT’S THOUSANDS OF MILES. 
MISSES THAT CAN GO THAT FAR COST A FORTUNE! 


WELL, THAT'S WHAT THE RUMORS SAY! \ 


WE IRANIANS ARE OLYMPIC CHAN 
BINS WHEN FY COMES TO GOSSIP. 


SHE'S RIGHT. WE LOVE TO EVEN WHEN YOU SEE SOMETHING 
EXAGGERATE. WITH YouR OWN EVES, YoU 
NEED CONFIRMATION FROM 
THE BBC 


THY NATURAL OPTIMISM 
JUST LEADS ME TO BE 
SKEPTICAL 
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MOM'S PESSIMISM SOON WON OUT OVER DAD'S GPTIMISM. IT TURNED OUT THAT THE IRAGIS DD HAVE 
MISSILES, THEY WERE CALLED "SCUDS” AND TEHRAN BECAME THER TARGET. 


WHEN THE SIRENS WENT 0 CONSIDERING THE DAMAGE THEY 0, WHETHER 
THREE MINUTES TO KNOW WE'RE IN THE BASEMENT OR ON THE ROOF, 
IT'S THE SAME THING, 


THE THREE MINUTES SEEMED 
THREE DAYS. FOR THE FIRST 


TIME, | REALIZED JUST HOW 
WE WERE IN. 


a36 


ow THAT TEMEAN WAS ONDER ATTACK, NANY FLED, THE-GITY WAS DESERTED. AS FOR 05 WE STIVED, 
NOt 0ST oUt oF Fatacion: If THERE we To Be A FUTURE. MY PERENTS Eves: THAT FUTURE Was 
Cine $0 MAY PREACH EDUCATION: BNO TEHRAN Was THE O4Y PLACE 1 COULD GET TY 


‘SOME PEOPLE, MORE 
CIRCUMSPECT, TOOK SHELTER 
WW THE BASEMENTS OF BIG 
HOTELS, WELL-KNOWN FOR 
THEIR SAFETY, APPARENTLY, 
THEI REINFORCED CONCRETE 
STRUCTURES WERE 
BoMBPROSE. 


7AR, BABA-LEVY SAID THEIR 
ANCESTORS HAD COME THREE 
THOUSAND YEARS AGO, AND 
IRAN WAS THEIR HOME. 
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THEIR DAUGHTER NEDA WAS 
2 QUIET GIRL WHO DION'T PLAY 
MUCH, BUT WE WOULD TALK 
ABOUT ROMANCE FROM TIME 
To TIME. 


TONE DAY A BLOND PRINCE 
WITH Lue eves wilt come 
[eno Take ME TO HIS CASTLE... 


‘SO LIFE WENT ON 


OK, PU TAKE THE TEARS, 
‘ND THESE EARRINGS, 


TF SOMEONE HAD TIMED Me, 1 


"A MISSILE HAS JUST EXPLODED THINK | WOULD HAVE BEAT THE 
INTHE TAVANIR: NEIGHBOR HOCD. WORLD SPEED RECORD. 


BS 
Noy> 


TRION'T WANT T0 LOOK UP. | LOOKED AT MY TREMBLING LEGS. | COULDN'T GO FORWARD, 


UKE IN A NIGHTMARE 
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AT LEAST THEY, 


WELL, | DON'T KNOW. TKNOW IT'S 
11's SATURDAY, YOU 
Now 


“SATURDAY 15 THE 
SATURDAY. $0? JEWISH SABBATH. 
WHEREVER THEY ARE, 
JEWS ARE SUPPOSED’ 
TOGO HOME. 


F's TRUS THAT THEY YOU KNOW THE TAPE | PUT ON THE WINDOWS 7 
WEREN'T VERY OBSERVANT. 


es FT WORKED PERFECTLY. ALL THE WINDOWS 
UTHINK YOU'RE RIGHT. ARE BROKEN, BUT THERE'S NOT A PIECE OF 
THEY MUST Have STAYED feROKEN GLASS IN THE HOUSE! 

AT THE HILTON 
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WHEN WE WALKED PAST THE BABA-LEVY'S HOUSE, WHICH WAS COMPLETELY DESTROYED, | COULD FEEL 
THAT SHE WAS DISCREETLY PULLING (ME AWAY. SOMETHING TOLD ME THAT THE BABA-LEVYS Hab BEEN 
AT HOME, SOMETHING CAUGHT MAY ATTENTION, 


h saw a TURQUOISE BRACELET. IT was NéDA’s. HER| | THE BRACELET WaS STILL ATTACHED TO. 
‘AUNT HAD GIVEN IT TO HER FOR HER FOURTEENTH DON'T KNOW WHAT. 
ereTHoAY... 


‘NO SCREAM IN THE WORLD COULD HAVE REUEVED 
DAY SUFFERING AND MY ANGER. 


au 


‘AFTER THE DEATH OF NEDA GABA-LEVY, MY LIFE TOOK A NEW TURN. 


Na ie WHAT ARE YOU DOING WITH 
WW 19Et, | WAS FOURTEEN AND A REBEL, NOTHING SCARED ME SAT ARE 0 CONS TH 


ME RIGHT NOW! 


‘Wve TOLD You A 


OVER MY DEAD. 
HUNDRED TIMES 2 200! TT Was A 


Gir FROM MY MoM 


THAD LEARNED THAT vou SHOULD] 
ALWAYS SHOUT LOUDER THAN 
YOUR AGGRESSO 


WITH AUL THE JEWELRY 
You STEAL FROM US, YoU 
TF MOORE STU WEARING MUST BE MAKING 4 PILE 
TEWELRY TOMORROW 


MART! 
wer THE 7 
Lp EXCUSE ME: 


DIDN'T MEAN IT! 


‘AFTER | WAS EXPELLED, IT WAS A REAL STRUGGLE TO FIND ANOTHER 
‘SCHOOL THAT WOULD ACCEPT ME. HITTING THE PRINCIPAL WAS & 
VERITABLE CRIME. BUT THANKS TO MY AUNT, WHO KNEW SOME 
BUREAUCRATS IN THE EDUCATION SYSTEM, THEY MANAGED TO 
PLACE MEIN ANOTHER SCHOOL. AND THERE, 


‘SINCE THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC WAS, 
FOUNDED, WE NO LONGER HAVE 
POLITICAL. PRISONER: 


MY UNCLE WAS IMPRISONED BY THE SHAK'S. 
REGIME, GUT IT WAS THE ISLAMIC REGIME 
THAT ORDERED HIS EXECUTION, 


You SAY THAT WE DON'T 
HAVE POLITICAL PRISONERS. WOW DARE YOU Lie TO 
ANYMORE . BUT WE'VE US UKE THAT? 
GONE FROM %000 

PRISONERS UNDER THE 

‘SHAH TO 300,000 UNDER 

YOUR REGIME. 
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OBVIGUSLY, THAT EVENING MY 
FATHER GOT A PHONE CALL. 


‘YOU KNOW WHAT THEY DO 
TO THE YOUNG GIRLS THEY 


‘$0 A GUARDIAN OF THE 
REVOLUTION MARRIES HER.. 


IT WAS THE PRINCIPAL OF 
HOO. 


THE RELIGION TEACHER. SHE 
GETS THAT FROM HER UNCLE. 


YOU KNOW WHAT HAPPENED 
TO NILGUFAR ? THE GIRL YOU 
IAET AT KHOSRO'S HOUSE ? 


14s 


MAYBE YOU'D UKE HER 
TO END UP LIKE HIM TOO ? 
EXECUTED ? 


YOU KNOW THAT IT’S, 
AGAINST THE LAW TO KILL 
A VIRGIN. 


IF SOMEONE $0 MUCH AS 
TOUCHES A HAIR ON YOUR 
HEAD, FLL KILL HIANt 


UT HOW Do YOU KNOW THAT FOR Sue! 
MAYBE THEY TUST EXECUTED WER! 


"THAT'S. WHAT HAPPENED 
WITH NILOUFAR.. AFTER SHE 
WAS EXECUTED, TO MAKE 
SURE HER AWFUL FATE Was 
UNDERSTOOD, THEY SENT 500 
TUMANS® TO HER PARENTS 


‘500 TUMANS FOR THE UFE 
AND VIRGINITY OF AN 
INNOCENT GIRU. 


* EQUIVALENT TO $5.00 


UL NIGHT LONG, 1 THOUGS 


OF THAT PHRASE: 
INTECT BLOOD INTO THE VEINS OF SOCIETY.” NILOUFAR WAS A REAL MARTYR, 


NO. YOUR MOTHER'S RIGHT. 
TRADITIONALLY, WHEN & 
GIRL Gers maRRIED, THE 
HUSBAND Is SUPPOSED TO 
PAY HER A DOWRY 


TO DIE A MARTYR 1S TO 


‘AND HER. BL00D CERTAINLY DID NOT FEED OUR SOCIETY'S VEINS. 
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IF THE GIRL DIES, THE 
HUSBAND Has TO’ GIVE THE 
DOWRY TO HER FAMILY. 


WENT TO SEE THE PRINCIPAL TODAY. SHE ASSURED ME 
THAT SHE HAD NOT SENT A REPORT THIS TIME. BUT CONSIDERING 
THE PERSON YOU ARE AND THE EDUCATION YOUVE RECENED, 


WE THOUGHT THAT IT WOULD GE BETTER IF YOU LEFT IRi 


HERE FOR A FEW 
MINUTES? we WAT 
TO TALK TO YOU. 


HOUR, CTE: AAG WANG POCOED FIRST OF ALL, BECAUSE IT’S EASIER TO GET AN! 
AUSTRIAN VISA, AND SECOND BECAUSE JAY 
BEST FRIEND LIVES IN VIENNA, DO YOU 
REMEMBER HER ? ZOZO? SHERINE’S MOM? 


Ronee Jan aro mows VaREA RTE OS 
ARE YOU GOING, 7 I KNOW HOW | BROUGHT 
A nt Lone iow lara 


aut 


[YOU'RE THE SAME PERSON WHO WENT ON VACA 
‘TION TO FRANCE ALL BY YOURSELF, REMEMBER? 11's TRUE, THAT Was 
GREAT ..REAL INDEPENDEACE | 


BEFORE THE REVOLUTION, MY PARENTS SENT ME 
TO SUMMER CAMP IN FRANCE. MY MOTHER DIDNT 
WANT ME TO GROW UP UKE aN ONLY CHILD 


ey 


I REPEATED WHAT THEY HAD TOLD ME OVER AND 1 STAVED UP ALL NIGHT AND WONDERED IF THE 
OVER IN MY HEAD. | WAS PRETTY SURE THEY MOON SHONE AS BRIGHTLY IN VIENNA. 
WEREN'T COMING TO VIENNA, 


IRANIAN SOIL. 


TENSOR RU AGE | | Gaiecon aE Se jugnien sarees Ome 
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T NEVER REALIZED HOW MUCH 
THEY LOVED ME, 


‘AND | UNDERSTOOD HOW 
IMPORTANT THEY WERE TO ME 
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TL WATCHED MY GRANDIVA UNDRESS. EACH MORNING, SHE PICKED 
TASMINE FLOWERS TO PUT IN HER BRA SO THAT SHE WOULD SMELL 
NICE. WHEN SHE UNDRESSED, YOU COULD SEE THE FLOWERS FALL 
FROM HER @REASTS. 


GRANDMA, HOW DO You. 


USTEN, | DON'T WANT TO 
Have SucH ROUND eREASTS, PREACH, BUT LET ME GIVE. 
‘AT YOUR AGE? 


YOU SOMME ADVICE THAT 
WILL ALWAYS HELP YOU. 


[EVERY MORNING AND NIGHT, 
108k THEM WA BOWL OF Ie. 
WATER FOR TEN MINUTES. 


“SHE ACTUALLY DID, AND | KNEW 
IT, 1JUST WANTED TO HEAR HER 
‘SAY IT, 


IN UFE YOU'LL MEET A LOT OF TERKS. IF THEY HURT YOU, 
TELL YOURSELF THAT IT’S BECAUSE THEY RE STUPID. 
THAT WILL HELP KEEP YOU FROM REACTING TO THEIR 
CRUELTY. BECAUSE THERE IS NOTHING WORSE THAN 
QITTERNESS AND VENGEANCE... ALWAYS KEEP YOUR 
DIGNITY AND BE TRUE TO YOURSELF. 


TSPELLED IY GRANDMA'S 
BOSOM. IT SMELLED GOOD. FLL 
NEVER FORGET THAT SMELL. 
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[AND THE NEXT MORNING, eer 
TRUE TO MYSELF. 
WAKE OP! IT'S 
SEVEN O'CLOCK, 
We've GOT T0 G0. 


DON'T EVER FORGET 
WHAT | TOLD You. 


LEAVE THE COUNTRY AFTER 
THEY TURNED THIRTEEN 


tant 


ia 
@ ’ 


rw 


‘AS S00N BS YOU GET TO “GND IN SIX MONTHS, 
VIENNA, GO AND EAT A We'UL COME see YOU! 
SacheRTORTE. IT’S THE MOST] 

eUcIOUS CHOCOLATE CaKE © 


& 


WHAT | HAD FEARED WAS TRUE, 
MAYBE THEY'D COME TO VISIT, 
BUT WE'D NEVER LIVE TOGETHER | 
AGAIN, 


NO TEARS. YOURE Wouve GOT 70 GO Now. 
A BIG GIRL. Don'r FORGET Wad YoU ARE 
[ar WHERE YOU COME FROM. 
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Marjane Satrapi 
in Rasht, Iran. She grew up in Tehran, where 
she studied at the Lycée Francais before 
leaving for Vienna and then going to 
Strasbourg to study illustration. She 
currently lives in Paris, where she is at work 
‘on the sequel to Persepolis and where her 
illustrations appear regularly in newspapers 
and magazines. She is also the author of 
several children’s books. 


‘A triumph... Like Maus, Persepolis is one of 
those comic books capable of seducing even 
those most allergic to the genre. The author's 
masterstroke is to allow us to experience 
history from within her family, with irony 
and tenderness.'—Libération 
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Random House, 20 Vauxhall Bridge Road 
London SWIV 25A 
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“A superb piece of work. Satrapi shows us how growing up takes 
place in a society ruled by rigid religious dogma, and how under 
the conformist surface all kinds of rebellions can take place— 
some comic, some ending in tragedy. You can see the presence of 
other predecessors: the Hernandez brothers, Frans Masereel, Art 
Spiegelman’) 


‘You've never seen anything like Persepolis—the intimacy of a 
memoir, the irresistibility of a comic book, and the political depth 
of the conflict between fundamentalism and democracy. Marjane 
Satrapi may have given usanew genre’ = 


‘I grew up reading the Mexican comics of Gabriel Vargas, 
graduated to the political teachings of Rius, fell under the spell of 
Linda Barry and Art Spiegelman, and now I am a fan of Marjane 
Satrapi. Part history book, part Scheherazade, astonishing as only 
true stories can be, Persepolis gave me hope for humanity in these 
unkind times.’ {ra Cisneros, author of The House on Mang 


Street and Carame 


‘I cannot praise enough Satrapi’s moving account of growing up 
as a spirited young girl in revolutionary and wartime Iran. 
Persepolis is disarming and often humorous, but ultimately it is 
“(| Joe Sacco, author of Palestine and Safe Area Goraza 


“Blending the historical with the personal is not an easy task; to 
blend the individual with the universal is even more challenging. 
But Satrapi has succeeded brilliantly. This graphic novel is a 
reminder of the human spirit that fights oppression and death,’ 


Hanan al-Shaykh, author of Women of Sand and Myrrh and Only 


